
 Social Problems Claims generally follow certain 

patterns in order to be successfully heard and 

debated

 Sociological Imagination is required to 

understand problems as social – need to be able 

to see the “public issues” beyond the private 

biographies

 Sociological paradigms determine how problems 

are approached even if a sociological eye is not 

used to address the problem



 Person Blame versus System Blame: 

whichever approach you start with will 

probably determine your solution

 The purpose of debating social issues and 

making social problems claims is to create 

change in social structures

 Change comes through power by definition

 Power tends to be distributed unequally in 

US society – favoring the Power Elite

 Those with power also control cultural 

production (hegemony)



 Power plays use group designations and 

stigmatization to push for specific agendas 

(the cost of stigma)

Objective factors that demonstrate 

inequalities along class, race, gender and 

sexual orientation lines and can be used by 

both power elites and social problems 

claims-makers to further their agendas

 So-called Powerless people can have 

effective strategies to undermine Power 

Elites and create social change



Families:  Canada made corporal 

punishment legal for ages 2 to 12, but 

illegal towards all other ages.

Work: The 1963 Equal Pay protects 

employees from discrimination on the 

basis of gender.

Education: The goal of education in the 

US should be for self-enrichment because 

educated people create a better society.

Healthcare: 60% of medical students 

come from the top 5% of the wealthiest 

population.



Disabilities: The social model of disability 

sees clinical depression as a matter of fully 

integrating people into society.

 Immigration: More than 500 people died from 

exposure o border-guard violence since 

“Gatekeeper” began.

Housing:  Government Housing is a band-aid 

because poverty is a disease without an 

immediate cure.

Crime: Racism is a major influence on crime 

in the inner-city.

Aging: 16 to 24 year olds have the highest 

rate of fatal motor vehicle crashes.



Economics: Monopolies smothering small 

businesses is one of the most important issues 

or local economies.

Globalization: Mongolia has made English a 

second language to compete in the world 

market.

Environment: One of the effects of global 

warming is ice is melting at a rapid rate 

causing rising ocean levels, which are 

affecting humans and animals alike.

Poverty: Existing institutions, government 

programs and our society as a whole are the 

real villains in the issue of poverty.


